
Senator Slap, Representative Elliott, and Members of the Higher Education and Employment
Advancement Committee,

My name is Kathy Taylor, Esq. and I am a professor of Legal Studies at Naugatuck Valley
Community College.

I am here today to testify in support of HB 5300, An Act Requiring Legislative Approval For the
Merger or Closing of Institutions Within the Connecticut State Colleges and Universities and
Prohibiting the Consolidation of the Regional-Technical Colleges.

We are at a pivotal moment in the history of public, affordable higher education in Connecticut.
What you decide in the coming days and weeks regarding HB 5300 will resonant within our
state for decades to come.  At such moments as this, history provides a frame and a context.
In 1965, The Connecticut community college system began with the passage of Public Act
65-330, An Act Establishing A State System Of Higher Education.  At that time, we recognized
the importance of students throughout the state, who could not afford to live away from home,
deserving of the opportunity to attend two years of college within commuting distance of their
homes.  I submit to you that fifty-seven years later, the same is still true. Community colleges
exist to serve the needs of CT students and our communities.  We regularly partner with local
K-12 districts and we are responsive to the needs of area employers, local nonprofits, and local
industry leaders.

The legislature, in exercising its duty, must have a say should any community college merge or
close.  You used to have this power.  As legislators, you are all elected to serve the interests of
your constituents.  Should your local community college close, because you fail to pass HB
5300, you cannot return to your constituents, parents of our students who needed their local
community college and students themselves hungry for better economic opportunities and
professional development and say to them, “I trusted an unelected Board of Regents, elected by
no one, to determine the fate of thousands of my constituents.”  Such a decision is too important
and deserves the full consideration of the legislature. Doing nothing while the merger of CT
community colleges is a real possibility is not an option.  It will not spare you questions from
local business and industry leaders, students, and voters who can no longer contact their local
community college president, sit down, talk about their needs, and come up with a solution that
works for that locality.  When they ask, “How could you let this happen?” your answer cannot be
we did not have any control - not when it comes to the education of thousands of students - all
demanding and deserving of an affordable, quality education within their own locality!

Thank you.




